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ARTICLE 5 

LEGAL STATUS 
 

SECTION 1 AUTHORITY   

 

The rules and regulations herein set forth are hereby adopted in accordance with Title 11, 

Subtitle 2, Chapter 52, Articles 1 through 4 of the Code of Alabama, 1975 and 1986 Cumulative 

Supplement. 

 

SECTION 2 JURISDICTION 

 

This ordinance shall be in force and effect for zoning purposes within the corporate limits of the 

City of Creola as presently or hereinafter established.   

 

SECTION 3 CONFLICT WITH OTHER LAWS 

 

Whenever the requirements of this Ordinance are at variance with the requirements of any other 

lawfully adopted statues, rules, regulations or ordinances, the more restrictive, or that imposing 

the highest standards, shall govern. 

 

SECTION 4 VALIDITY 

 

Each phrase, sentence, paragraph, section or other provision of this ordinance is severable from 

all other such phrases, sentences, paragraphs, sections and provisions.  Should any phrase, 

sentence, paragraph, section or provision of this Ordinance be declared by the courts to be 

unconstitutional or invalid, such declaration shall not affect any other portion or provision of this 

ordinance. 

 

SECTION 5 REPEAL OF REGULATIONS AND ORDINANCES 

 

  This is an enactment of a zoning ordinance for City of Creola.  All prior zoning ordinances are 

herby suspended and repealed. 

 

SECTION 6 DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY  

 

These regulations shall not create liability on the part of the City of Creola or its assigns, the City 

of Creola Planning Commission, the City of Creola Board of Adjustment, or any officer or 

employee thereof for any damages that may result from reliance on this ordinance or any 

administrative decision lawfully made thereunder. 

 

SECTION 7 EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the date of its adoption by the  

City of Creola City Counsel.  
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ARTICLE 6 

OFFICIAL PLANS AND MAPS 
 

 

 This ordinance shall be implemented in support of the City of Creola’s comprehensive 

planning program.   

 

 The Future Land Use Map contained in the development plan shall serve as a guide for 

the future development of Creola. To the extent practical, it shall be followed in the 

administration of this ordinance. 

 

 The Zoning District Map is hereby adopted and made a part of this ordinance.  This map 

shall be signed by the City of Creola mayor and attested by the City Clerk.  It shall be 

filed in the office of the Probate Court of Mobile County, Alabama and shall show 

thereon the date of adoption of this Ordinance. 

 

 If, in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance, changes are made in the district 

boundaries or other information portrayed on the Official Zoning District Map, changes 

shall be made on the map promptly after the amendment has been approved by the Creola 

City Council.  Unauthorized alterations of the official zoning map shall be considered a 

violation of this ordinance and subject to penalties as prescribed under Penalties. 

 

 The City Clerk shall maintain a file or registry of properties rezoned and variances 

granted under the authority of this ordinance together with all pertinent requirements 

and/or conditions thereto. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Zoning Ordinance 

Amended November 2014 

 

6 | P a g e  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK. 



Zoning Ordinance 

Amended November 2014 

 
 

7 | P a g e  

 

 

ARTICLE 7 

ADOPTION 

 

 

This ordinance was adopted by the City of Creola, Alabama, on the __________day of 

______________ 2014. 

 

____________________________ 

Mayor, City of Creola 

____________________________ 

        City Clerk, City of Creola               

 

 

I, __________________________, City Clerk of the City of Creola, Alabama, certify that the 

document described herein, identified as the "Zoning Ordinance of the City of Creola, 

Alabama, is a true and correct copy of the Ordinance number _________, adopted by the 

City of Creola, this __________ day of ______________, 2014. 

 

 

 

Seal of the City of Creola. 
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ARTICLE 8 

PROCEDURES FOR THE TRANSACTION OF BUSINESS 
 

 

SECTION 1 IMPLEMENTING AUTHORITY 

 

The Creola Planning Commission shall be the implementing authority for this ordinance, 

except that where required by law, action of the Creola City Council or Board of 

Adjustment is necessary.  Such deliverative action of the council or the board shall take 

place after due consideration of recommendations made by the Planning Commission. 

 

SECTION 2 PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

When the Planning Commission must hold a public hearing on any matter where its 

action is decisive, due notice shall be given as required by law.  When the City Council 

or the Board of Adjustment must hold a public hearing on any matter recommended by 

the Planning Commission, the Planning Commission may dispense with a separate 

hearing and submit its recommendation to the appropriate body.  The public notice of 

such hearing by the City Council or the Board of Adjustment may be published or posted 

by the City Clerk immediately upon receipt of the recommendation from the Planning 

Commission and consultation with the mayor or chairman of the Board of Adjustment 

regarding the date and time of said hearing. 

 

SECTION 3 RULES 

 

“Robert’s Rules of Order” shall generally govern the order of business and conduct of 

meetings of the Planning Commission or any committee of said commission. 

 

SECTION 4 MEETINGS 

 

A. The Planning Commission shall hold at least one (1) regular scheduled 

meeting per month.  The date, time, and place of such meeting shall be 

determined by the Planning Commission. 

 

B. Special meeting of the Planning Commission may be called by the 

chairman upon the giving of a forty-eight (48) hour notice to the 

membership. 

 

SECTION 5 AGENDA 

 

An agenda for each meeting shall be prepared by the commission secretary for each 

regular meeting of the Planning Commission. 
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SECTION 6 QUORUM 

 

Unless otherwise provided by statute, a majority of the members shall constitute a 

quorum for the conduct of business. In case of an amendment, the affirmative vote of six 

members of the planning commission is required. 

 

SECTION 7 APPLICATIONS 

 

Applications for zoning amendments and recommendations regarding the development of 

land shall be filed and handled in accordance with the provisions hereinafter detailed in 

this ordinance. 

 

SECTION 8 STUDY 

 

The Planning Commission may defer action on any matter submitted to it at a regular 

meeting until the next regular meeting so that proper study of the matter may be made by 

the membership; provided, however, that the commission shall take action on any matter 

submitted to it within the time limitation as required by law. 

 

SECTION 9 SIGNATURES 

 

The chairman or in the event of his absence, the vice-chairman and/or the secretary shall 

be the person(s) authorized to sign documents testifying to action taken by the Planning 

Commission. 
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ARTICLE 9 

DEFINITION OF TERMS 

 

 

SECTION 1 USAGE   

 

Except as otherwise provided herein, all words shall have the customary dictionary meaning. The 

present tense includes the future tense and the future tense includes the present tense. The 

singular number includes the plural and the plural includes the singular. The word “person” 

includes a firm, corporation, association, organization, trust or partnership. The word “lot” 

includes “plot” or “parcel”. The word “used” or Occupied” as applied to any land or building 

shall be construed to include the words “intended, arranged, or designed to be sued or occupied”. 

The word “map” means the “Official Zoning District Map”. 

 

SECTION 2 WORDS AND TERMS DEFINED 

 

 As used in this Ordinance, the following words and terms shall have the meaning defined: 

 

Abutting/Contiguous Property.  Any property that is immediately adjacent to, touching, 

or immediately across any road or public right-of-way from the property in question. 

 

Accessory Use or Structure.  A use or structure on the same lot with, and of a nature 

customarily incidental and subordinate to, the principle use of structure. 

 

Agriculture.  The use of land for farming, dairying, pasturage, agriculture, horticulture, 

floriculture, viticulture, and animal poultry husbandry and the necessary accessory uses 

for packing, treating, or storing the produce; provided, however, that the operation of any 

such accessory sues shall be secondary to that of normal agricultural activities and 

provided further that the above uses shall not include the commercial feeding of garbage 

or offal to swine or other animals. 

 

Airport.  Any runway, land area or other facility designed, used either publicly or 

privately by any person for the landing and taking off of aircraft, including all necessary 

taxiways, aircraft storage and tiedown area, hangars, and other necessary buildings, and 

open spaces. 

 

Alley.  A public street which affords only a secondary means of access to abutting 

property and not intended for general traffic circulation. 

 

Alteration, Altered.  These terms shall include any changes in structural parts, stairways, 

type of construction, kind of class of occupancy, light or ventilation, means of ingress 

and egress, or other changes affecting or regulated by the Building Code or this 

Ordinance, except for minor changes or repairs not involving the aforesaid features. 
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Arterial Street.  A street designed or utilized primarily for high speed vehicular 

movements and heavy volume of traffic. 

 

Atrium.  An open area within a building surrounded on all four sides by the building 

walls and open and unobstructed from the first floor level to the roof or sky except as 

otherwise provided in this Ordinance. 

 

Automobile Repair.  The repair, rebuilding or reconditioning of motor vehicles or parts 

thereof, including collision service painting, and steam cleaning of vehicles. 

 

Automobile Wrecking.  The dismantling or wrecking of used motor vehicles, mobile 

homes, trailers, or the storage, sale or dumping of dismantled, partially dismantled, 

obsolete or wrecked vehicles or their parts. 

 

Awning.  A detachable frame work covered by cloth or other light materials, supported 

from the walls of a building for protection from sun or weather. 

 

Basement.  A story all or partly underground but having at least one-half  of its height 

below the average level of the adjoining ground. 

 

Beach Shelter.  An accessory structure, temporary or permanent, consisting of one or 

more columns and a roof and not including walls or permanent facilities of any type. 

 

Bed and Breakfast.  The renting of rooms in a private residence for brief periods of time 

together with the provision of breakfast for the guests by the home owner. 

 

Block.  A piece or parcel of land entirely surrounded by public highways or streets, other 

than alleys. 

 

Board of Adjustment.  The City of Creola Board of Adjustment; a review board that may, 

in appropriate cases and subject to appropriate conditions and safeguards, make special 

exception to the terms of any adopted ordinance. 

 

Boarding House, Rooming House, Lodging House, or Dormitory.  A building or part 

thereof, other than a hotel, motel, or restaurant, where meals and/or lodging are provided 

for compensation, for three or more unrelated persons where no cooking or dining 

facilities are provided in individual rooms. 

 

Boat Repair.  Major overhauling or repair of boats that requires open air, partially 

covered or enclosed dry dock facilities and such heavy equipment, yard space and dock 

facilities as may be necessary. 

 

Building.  Any structure attached to the ground and installed for shelter, housing, or 

enclosure of persons, animals or chattels. 
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c. Multiple Family -  a building designed for or occupied by three or more families, 

with separate cooking and housekeeping facilities for each.  

Double Frontage or Through Lot.  A lot or plot, but not a corner lot, that abuts upon two 

frontages being non-contiguous. 

Easement.   A grant by a property owner of the use of land for a specific purpose or 

purposes by the general public, or a corporation or a certain person or persons. 

Erected.  The word “erected” includes built, constructed, reconstructed, moved upon or 

any physical operations on the premises required for building.  Excavations, fill drainage, 

and the like shall be considered a part of erection. 

Essential Services.  Public utility facilities related to water, storm water sewers, sanitary 

sewers, solid waste disposal, telephone, cable television, gas and electrical collection or 

distribution systems serving the City; but not including buildings housing employees, or 

public safety facilities such as fire and/or police stations. 

Expansion, Building or Use.  The addition of enclosed or unenclosed rooms or storage 

spaces, porches, or parking area, to an existing building or use on a parcel of land. 

Fall-Out Shelter.  A structure or portion of a structure intended to provide protection of 

human life during periods of danger from nuclear fall-out, air raids, storms, or other 

emergencies. 

Family.  One or more persons occupying a single dwelling unit and using common 

cooking facilities, provided that unless all members are related by blood, adoption, or 

marriage no such family shall contain over five persons, but that such family may also 

include gratuitous guests and servants in addition. 

Filling Station.  (See Service Station.) 

Fixed Dwelling.  A dwelling unit (or structure containing several units) attached to a 

permanent foundation. 

Flashing or Intermittent Illuminating Signs.  Time and temperature announcements, 

excluding other advertising copy, are not deemed to be flashing or intermittent 

illuminating signs. 

Flood.  A temporary rise in stream or surface water level that results in inundation of 

areas not ordinarily covered by water. 

Flood Frequency.  The average frequency statistically determined, for which it is 

expected that a specific flood level may be equaled or exceeded. 
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Manufacturing, General (M2).  Manufacturing, processing, assembling, storing, testing, 

and similar industrial uses which are generally major operations and extensive in 

character; require large sites, open storage and service areas, extensive services and 

facilities, ready access to regional transportation and normally generate some nuisances 

such as smoke, noise, vibration, dust, glare, air pollution, and water pollution, but not 

beyond the district boundary. 

Manufacturing, Light (M1).  Manufacturing or other industrial uses which are usually 

controlled operations; relatively clean, quiet, and free of objectionable or hazardous 

elements such as smoke, noise, odor, or dust; operating and storing within enclosed 

structure; and, generating little industrial traffic and no nuisances. 

Marina.  A harbor or boat basin providing moorage, docking facilities, supplies and 

minor services for boats. 

Marina, full service.  A place for docking boats or providing services to boats and the 

occupants thereof, including minor servicing and major repair to boats while in the water, 

sale of fuel and supplies, water, electricity and sewer services, and the provision of 

lodging, food, beverages, and entertainment as accessory uses. Dry boat storage may also 

be provided, but not major boat repair.  A yacht club shall be considered as a marina but a 

hotel, or similar use, where docking of boats and provision of services thereto is 

incidental to other activities, shall not be considered a marina, nor shall boat docks 

accessory to a multi-family structure where no boat related services are rendered. 

Mini-warehouse.  A building or group of buildings in a controlled access compound that 

contain varying sizes of individual, compartmentalized and controlled-access stalls, 

cubicles and/or lockers used for storage only. 

Minor Project.  Any single or two-family residential development or small commercial 

development of one (1) acre or less where the use and structure are in compliance with 

applicable ordinances and codes and all required certificates, plans and signatures have 

been obtained. 

Minor Subdivision.  (See Subdivision, Minor) 

Mobile Home.  Any vehicle or similar portable structure having been constructed with 

wheels (whether or not such wheels have been removed) and capable of being towed on a 

public street and so constructed as to permit occupancy for dwelling or sleeping purposes. 

Mobile Home Park.  A residential development on a parcel of land in one ownership 

providing rental spaces for two (2) or more mobile homes on a long-term basis, with 

recreation and service facilities for the tenants. 

Mobile Home Space.  A plot of ground within a mobile home park designed for the 

accommodation of one (1) mobile home or travel trailer. 
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Mobile Home Subdivision.  A residential development designed for the accommodation 

of mobile homes on individually owned lots or in condominium or cooperative 

ownership, including recreation and open space areas held in common ownership, but not 

including developments serving tourist or vacation-oriented travel, motor home, campers, 

etc. 

 

Modular Structure.  Any pre-built or pre-manufactured structure mass produced in a 

factory and delivered as a single module or as a series of modules for placement and 

connection on a building site or lot approved for the intended use; provided that such 

structure meets State and Building Code specifications for modular structures. This 

definition does not include mobile homes. 

 

Motel, Motor Hotel.  (See Hotel) 

Net Residential Acreage.  Land used or proposed to be used for the placement of 

dwelling units and their accessory uses, private open spaces, parking areas, etc.  Does not 

include streets or public recreation or open spaces. 

Nightclub.  A restaurant, dining room, bar, or other similar establishment providing food 

or refreshments wherein floorshows or other forms of entertainment by persons are 

provided for guests. 

Nonconforming Use.  A use of land existing lawfully at the time of the enactment of this 

ordinance, or at the time of a zoning amendment and which does not conform with the 

regulations of the district in which it is located. 

Nursing Home.  A home for aged, chronically ill, or incurable persons in which 3 or more 

persons not of the immediate family are received, kept or provided with food and shelter 

or care for compensation, but not including hospitals, clinics, or similar institutions 

devoted primarily to the diagnosis and treatment of the sick or injured. 

Nursery, Plant Materials.  Land, building, structure, or combination thereof for the 

storage, cultivation, transplanting of live trees, shrubs, or plants offered for wholesale or 

retail sale on the premises including products used for gardening or landscaping. 

Nursery School.  A place for the day care and instruction of children not remaining 

overnight; includes day care centers. 

Offices.  Space or rooms used for professional, administrative, clerical and similar uses. 

Off-Premises Sign.  A billboard or other sign relating its subject matter or any portion 

thereof to a premises other than the premises on which said sign is located. 

Oil.  Crude petroleum oil and other hydrocarbons, regardless of gravity, which ar 

produced at the well in liquid form by ordinary production methods and which are not the 

result of a condensation of gas after it leaves the pool. 
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Open Space.  An area open to the sky which may be on the same lot with a building.  The 

area may include, along with the natural environmental features, swimming pools, tennis 

courts or any other recreational facilities.  Streets, structures for habitation, and the like 

shall not be included. 

a. Open Space, Permanent Usable, in Planned Unit Development.  (1) Privately-

owned and occupied area of a separate lot, outside of any buildings on the lot; (2) 

privately-occupied open space assigned to an individual dwelling; (3) public open 

space.  Any spaces not occupied by buildings or privately-owned lots or privately-

occupied space.  This public open space may consist of access driveways, off-

street parking space, pedestrian walkways, play areas, landscaped areas and any 

other areas suitable for the common enjoyment of the residents of the project. 

Parking Space, Off-Street.  For the purpose of this ordinance, an off-street parking space 

shall consist of an area adequate for parking an automobile with room for opening doors 

on both sides, together with properly related access to a public street or alley and 

maneuvering room, but shall be totally outside of any street or alley right-of-way. 

Permit.  Any written authorization by a duly appointed City representative for an 

individual, firm, trust, partnership, association or corporation to undertake activities 

related to subdivisions, zoning, land use, building or other actions permitted in this 

ordinance or by other City authorization. 

Permittee.  Any individual, firm, trust, partnership, association or corporation to whom a 

permit is granted, including any person to whom a temporary permit is issued, such as 

that to maintain and operate a mobile home park under the provisions of this ordinance. 

Person.  Any individual, firm, trust, partnership, association or corporation. 

Plat.  A map, plan or layout of a county, City, City, section or subdivision indicating the 

location and boundaries of properties. 

Planned Unit Development (PUD).  An area with a specified minimum contiguous 

acreage to be developed as a single entity according to a plan (See Article 13) 

Planning Commission.  The City of Creola Planning Commission. 

Porch.  A roofed-over space attached to the outside of an exterior wall of a building, 

which has no enclosure other than the exterior walls of such building.  Open mesh 

screening shall not be considered an enclosure. 

Principal Building. A building in which is conducted the predominant or primary 

function or activity of the lot upon which it is located. 

Public Land Uses.  Any land use operated by or through a unit or level of government, 

either through lease or ownership, such as municipal administration and operation, 

county buildings and activities, state highway offices and similar land uses; and federal 
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uses such as post offices, bureau of public roads and internal revenue offices, military 

installations, etc. 

Recreational Vehicle.  A self-propelled vehicle used for temporary housing of individuals 

and families during travel. This category, in this Ordinance is assumed to include also 

campers, camping trailers, motor homes and smaller mobile homes (up to a length of 

twenty-eight (28) feet exclusive of hitch) capable of being towed by a passenger motor 

car. 

Regulatory Flood.  The flood which is representative of large floods known to have 

occurred generally in the area and reasonably characteristic of what can be expected to 

occur.  The regulatory flood generally has a flood frequency of approximately one 

hundred (100) years as determined from an analysis of floods at a particular site and other 

sites in the same general region. 

Regulatory Flood Protection Elevation.  The elevation of the regulatory flood plus one (1) 

foot of freeboard to provide a safety factor. 

Residential Dock or Pier. A dock or pier constructed adjacent to a residential lot for gratis 

recreational purposes and/or mooring of private boats. 

Restrictive covenants.  Private regulations recorded with the final plat, which limit or 

otherwise govern the use, intensity and development patterns of the land within a 

subdivision or parcel of land for a specified time. 

Retaining wall.  A wall of wood, brick, concrete or other suitable material designed to 

prevent erosion of soil from sharply sloping land or from around pools, decks, 

foundations and other similar structures.  

Revetment.  A facing of stone, concrete, etc., built to protect a scrap, embankment, or 

shore structure against erosion by wave action or current. 

Right-of-Way.  A strip of land taken or dedicated for use as a public way.  In addition to 

the roadway, it normally incorporates the curbs, lawn strips, sidewalks, lighting, and 

drainage facilities, and may include special features (required by the topography or 

treatment) such as grade separation, landscaped areas, viaducts, and bridges. 

Roadside Stand.  A temporary structure designed or used for the display or sale of 

agricultural and related products. 

Rooming house.  Any building or portion thereof, other than a hotel or motel, which 

contains not less than three (3) or more than nine (9) guest rooms which are designed or 

intended to be used, let, or hired out for occupancy, more or less transiently, by 

individuals for compensation whether paid directly or indirectly, and without provisions 

for cooking by guests or meals for guests. 



Zoning Ordinance 

Amended November 2014 

 
 

25 | P a g e  

 

Satellite Receiving Dishes.  A dish-shaped antenna designed to receive television 

broadcasts relayed by microwave signals from earth-orbiting communications satellites.  

This definition also includes satellite earth stations, or television dish antennas. 

Seat.  For purposes of determining the number of off-street parking spaces for certain 

sues, the number of seats is the number of seating units installed or indicated, or each 

twenty-four (24) linear inches of benches, pews, or space for loose chairs. 

Semi-Public Land Uses.  Philanthropic and charitable land uses including. Y.M.C.A.’s, 

Y.W.C.A.’s, Salvation Army, churches and church institutions, orphanages, humane 

societies, private welfare organizations, nonprofit lodges and fraternal orders, hospitals, 

Red Cross, and other general charitable institutions. 

Service Station, Automobile.  Any building or land used for retail sale and dispensing of 

automobile fuels or oils; may furnish supplies, equipment and minor services to private 

passenger vehicles incidental to sale and dispensing of automobile fuels and oils. 

Setback Line.  A line established by the subdivision regulations and/or zoning ordinance, 

generally parallel with and measured from the lot line, defining the limits of a yard in 

which no building, other than accessory building, or structure, may be located above 

ground, except as may be provided in said ordinance. 

Sewers, Public or Community.  An approved sewage disposal system which provides a 

collection network and disposal system and central sewage and treatment facility for a 

single community, development or region. 

Sewage Treatment, On-Site.  A septic tank or similar installation on an individual lot 

which utilizes an aerobic bacteriological process or equally satisfactory process for the 

elimination of sewage and provides for the proper and safe disposal of the effluent, 

subject to the approval of health and sanitation officials having jurisdiction. 

Sign.  Any words, lettering, parts of letters, figures, numerals, phrases, sentences, 

emblems, devices, designs, trade names or marks or combinations thereof, by which 

anything is made known, such as the designation of an individual, a firm, an association, 

a profession, a business, a commodity, or product which are visible from any public way 

and used as an outdoor display, including any base or supporting structure. 

Special Exception.  A land use which may be permitted, that is not similar in nature to the 

uses permitted in a district but that is desired in the community and for which a suitable 

district is not available.  Such use may be permitted in the most nearly appropriate district 

where a location is available, upon appeal to and approval by the Board of Adjustment, 

which may set forth-special conditions under which the use may be allowed. 

Story.  That portion of a building included between the surface of any floor and the 

surface of the next floor above it, or if there is no floor above it, then the space between 

such floor and the ceiling next above it. 
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Story, Habitable.  A story having its floor elevated at or above base flood elevation, as 

established by the county, regardless of the intended use of the story or its floor area and 

complying with applicable building codes. 

Street.  Any public or private way set aside for common travel more than twenty (20) feet 

in width if such existed at the time of enactment of this Ordinance, or such right-of-way 

sixty (60) feet or more in width if established thereafter. 

 

Structural Alteration.  Any change, except for repair or replacement, in supporting 

members of a building or structure, such as bearing walls, columns, beams or girders. 

Structure.  Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires a location on the 

ground, or attached to something having a location on the ground. 

Structure Existing.  Any structure the construction of which was initiated prior to the 

effective date of this Ordinance and for which all required state, local and federal 

authorizations were obtained prior to the effective date of this Ordinance. 

Structure, New.  Any structure which is not an existing structure. 

 

Subdivision.  A division or redivision of a parcel of land into two or more parcels as 

provided for in the Subdivision Regulations of the City o Creola. 

 

Subdivision, Major.  Any subdivision not classified as a minor subdivision. 

 

Subdivision, Minor.   A subdivision of land that does not involve any of the following:  

(1)  the creating of more than the maximum number of lots specifically permitted by 

ordinance as a minor subdivision; (2) a planned unit development (PUD); (3)  any new 

street; or (4)  the extension of any off-tract improvements.  

 
Tourist Home.  A building, or part thereof, other than a motel or hotel, where sleeping 

accommodations are provided for transient guests, with or without meals, and which also 

serves as the residence of the operator. 

 

Townhouse.  An individually owned single family attached dwelling unit having a 

separate ground floor entrance and separate private yard space, with common side walls 

on one or both sides of the dwelling unit, and not exceeding two and one-half (2 ½) 

stories or thirty-five (35) feet in height. 

Travel Trailer Park.  A development for the accommodation of tourists or vacationers on 

a short-term basis, providing rental spaces for each individual trailer, camper, motor 

home, etc., and recreation and service facilities for the use of the tenants, whether 

publicly or privately owned and whether operated for or without compensation. 

Use.  The specific purpose, for which land or a building is designated, arranged, intended, 

or for which it is or may be occupied or maintained. 
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3. Limit Time of Exposure.  All land-disturbing activities should be planned 

and conducted to limit exposure to the shortest feasible time. 

 

4. Control Surface Water. Surface water runoff originating upgrade of 

exposed areas should be controlled to reduce erosion and sediment loss 

during the period of exposure. 

 

5. Control Sedimentation.  All land-disturbing activities should be planned 

and conducted so as to minimize off-site sediment damage. 

 

6. Manage Storm Water Runoff.  When the increase in the peak rates and 

velocity of stormwater runoff resulting from a land-disturbing activity is 

sufficient to cause damaging accelerated erosion of the receiving ditch or 

channel stream, plans are to include measures to control both the velocity 

and rate of increase so as to minimize accelerated erosion and increased 

sediment deposition in the ditch or stream channel. 

 

SECTION 6 STANDARDS 

 

1. Mandatory Standards.  No land-disturbing activity subject to these 

provisions and guidelines shall be undertaken except in accordance with 

the following requirements:  

 

a. No land-disturbing activity shall be permitted in proximity to a 

lake, natural watercourse, or adjacent property where applicable 

unless a buffer zone is provided along the boundary of sufficient 

width to confine visible siltation and/or prevent erosion, provided 

that the land-disturbing activity is not in connection with the 

construction of facilities to be located on, over, or under a lake, 

natural watercourse, or adjacent property. 

 

b. The angle for graded slopes and fills shall be no greater than the 

angle which can be retained by vegetative cover or other adequate 

erosion control devices or structures. In any event, slopes left 

exposed will, within thirty (30) working days of completion of 

final grading, be planted or otherwise provided with ground cover, 

devices, or structures sufficient to restrain erosion. 

c. Whenever land disturbing activity is undertaken on a tract 

comprising more than one acre, if more than one contiguous acre is 

uncovered, a ground cover sufficient to restrain erosion must be 

planted or otherwise provided within thirty (30) working days on 

that portion of the tract upon which further active construction is 

not being undertaken, provided, that this activity shall not apply to 

cleared land forming the basin of a reservoir later to be inundated. 
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2. Design and Performance Standards.  Erosion and sediment control 

measures, structures, and devices shall be so planned, designed, and 

constructed as to provide control from the calculated peak rates of runoff 

from a ten-year frequency storm. Runoff rates may be calculated using the 

procedures in the USDA, Soil Conservation Services "National 

Engineering Field Manual for Conservation Practices," or other acceptable 

calculation procedures. Runoff computations shall be based on rainfall 

data published by the National Weather Service for the area. 

 

SECTION 7 OTHER REQUIREMENTS 

 

1. Permanent Downstream Protection of Stream Banks and Channels. 

Provision shall be made for the permanent protection of off-site stream 

banks and channels from the erosive effects of increased volume of storm 

water runoff resulting form certain land-disturbing activities. 

 

a. A combination of storage and controlled release of storm water runoff 

shall be required for all highway construction; commercial, industrial, 

educational, institutional developments of one acre or more; and for all 

residential developments. 

b. Detention, storage and controlled release will not be required in those 

instances where the person planning to conduct the activity can 

demonstrate that the storm water release will not cause an increase in 

accelerated erosion or sedimentation of the receiving ditch, stream 

channel, or other drainage facility, taking into consideration any 

anticipated development of the watershed in question. 

 

2. Borrow and waste areas.  When the person conducting the land-disturbing 

activity is also the person conducting the borrow or waste disposal 

activity, areas from which borrow is obtained shall be considered as part 

of the land-disturbing activity where the borrow material is being used or 

from which the waste material originated. When the person conducting the 

land-disturbing activity is not the person obtaining the borrow and/or 

disposing of the waste, these areas shall be considered a separate land-

disturbing activity. 

 

3. Access and haul roads.  Temporary access and haul roads, other than 

public roads, constructed or used in connection with any land-disturbing 

activity shall be considered a part of such activity. 

 

4. Operations in Lakes or Natural Watercourses.  Land-disturbing activity in 

connection with construction, in, on, over, or under a lake or natural 

watercourse shall be planned and conducted in such a manner as to 

minimize the extent and duration of disturbance of the stream channel.  

The relocation of a stream, where relocation is an essential part of the 

proposed activity, shall be planned and executed so as to minimize 
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changes in the stream flow characteristics. except when justification for 

significant alteration to flow characteristic is provided. 

 

SECTION 8 RESPONSIBILITY FOR MAINTENANCE 

 

The person engaged in or conducting the land-disturbing activity shall be responsible for 

maintaining all temporary and permanent erosion and sediment control measures and 

facilities during the development of a site. The responsibility for maintaining all 

permanent erosion and sediment control measures and facilities, after site development is 

completed shall lie with the landowner. 

 

SECTION 9  GUIDANCE FOR CONTROL PRACTICES 

 

Persons engaged in planning, designing, installing and maintaining erosion and sediment 

control measures may use generally accepted references on the subject following 

standard engineering and/or agricultural practices.  All plans will be subject to review by 

the Building Inspector and the City Engineer. 

 

SECTION 10 ADDITIONAL MEASURES 

 

Whenever the Building Inspector and/or the City Engineer determines that significant 

erosion or sedimentation is occurring as a result of a land-disturbing activity, despite 

application and maintenance of protective practices, the person conducting the land-

disturbing activity or the person responsible for maintenance will be required to take 

additional protective action. 
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ARTICLE 16  

ZONING ADMINISTRATION 

 

 

SECTION 1 POWERS AND DUTIES OF ZONING OFFICER 

 

The Zoning Enforcement Officer shall be the Municipal Building Inspector as designated by the 

City Council whose duties shall be as follows: 

 

1. The zoning enforcement officer is authorized and empowered on behalf and in the 

name of the Council to administer and enforce the provisions of this Ordinance to 

include receiving applications, inspecting premises, and issuing Certificates of 

Zoning Compliance and Certificates of Occupancy for uses and structures which 

are in conformance with the provisions of this Ordinance. 

 

2. The zoning enforcement officer does not have the authority to take final action on 

applications or matters involving variances, non-conforming uses, or other 

exceptions which this Ordinance has reserved for public hearings before the 

Board of Adjustment, the Planning Commission, and/or the City Council. 

 

3. The zoning enforcement officer shall keep records of all and any permits, the 

Certificates of Occupancy issued, maps, plats and other documents with notations 

of all special conditions involved.  He shall file and safely keep copies of all 

sketches and plans submitted, and the same shall form a part of the records of the 

office and shall be made as a public record. 

 

SECTION 2 PERMITS AND CERTIFICATES 

 

Permits and certificates shall be issued in accordance with the following provisions: 

 

1. Building Permits:   It shall be unlawful to commence the excavation for or the 

construction of any building or other structure, including accessory structures, or to store 

building materials or erect temporary field offices, or to commence the moving, 

alteration, or repair of any structure, including accessory structures, until the Building 

Inspector of the municipality has issued for such work a building permit including a 

statement that the plans, specifications and intended use of such structure in all respects 

conforms with the provisions of this Ordinance. Application for the building permit shall 

be made to the Building Inspector of the municipality on forms provided for that purpose. 

 

A. Approval of Plans and Issuance of Building Permit:  It shall be unlawful 

for the Municipal Building Inspector to approve any plans or issue a 

building permit for any excavation or construction until he has inspected 

such plans in detail and found theme in conformity with this Ordinance. 

To this end, the Municipal Building Inspector shall require that every 

application for a building permit for excavation, construction, use of land, 
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moving or alteration be accompanied by a plan or plat drawn to scale and 

showing sufficient detail to enable the Municipal Building Inspector to 

ascertain whether the proposed excavation, construction, use of land, 

moving or alteration is in conformance with this Ordinance: 

 

(a) To actual shape, proportion and dimensions of the lot to be built upon.  

 

(b) The shape, size and location of all buildings or other structures to be 

erected, altered or moved and of any building or other structure already on 

the lot. 

 

(c) The existing and intended use of all such buildings or other structures. 

 

(d) The location of off-street parking spaces, and, wherever applicable, off-

street loading areas. 

 

(e) The adequacy of provisions to control surface drainage. 

 

(f) The provision for control of traffic, if required. 

 

If the proposed excavation, construction, moving or alteration as set forth in the 

application, are in conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance, the Building 

Inspector of the municipality shall issue a building permit accordingly. If an 

application for a building permit is not approved, the Building Inspector of the 

municipality shall state in writing on the application the cause for such 

disapproval.  Issuance of a building permit, shall, in no case, be construed as 

waiving any provision of this Ordinance. 

 

The Building Inspector is authorized to issue building permits for single-family 

residences without referral to the Planning commission but shall not issue any 

building permit for structures other than single-family residences without the prior 

approval of the Planning Commission in the manner herein after described. 

 

B. Building Permits for Structures Other than Single-Family Residences:  

Filing for and issuance of building permits shall conform to the following: 

 

C. Filing for Permit:  The filing deadline for consideration at the next regular 

or specially scheduled meeting of the Planning Commission can be 

determined by consulting the Building Inspection Department of the City, 

which may require filing ten(10) days prior to such scheduled meeting in 

order to carry out its responsibilities of examining the life-safety factors, 

and Health Department requirements.  During this ten (10) day period, all 

members of the Commission shall try to familiarize themselves with all 

aspects of the application for a building permit so that they may be in a 

position to act on it with dispatch when the Building Inspection 

department provides them with its findings and recommendations. 
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2. Issuance of Permit:  Approval by the Commission on any project shall be in the form of 

two (2) stamped and signed sets of drawings and specifications returned to the Building 

Inspection Department 9one for its files and one for the owner).  Either the chairman or 

the secretary of the Commission shall sign the approval.   Only the Building Inspection 

Department may issue the building permit. Conditions may be applied under the approval 

when the proposed building or structure does not comply with the criteria in this 

ordinance and shall be such as to bring said structure or project in to conformity. 

 

3. Expiration of Building Permit:  A building permit shall not be transferable and shall be 

issued only to the applicant. It shall expire if the foundation work for the entire scope of 

the permitted project has not been completed within one (1) year after issuance of the 

building permit. Request for a single one-year extension will be considered upon the 

applicant’s request if made prior to the permit expiration. 

 

4. Certificate of Occupancy:  No land or building or other structure or part thereof hereafter 

erected, moved or altered in its use shall be used until the building Inspector of the 

municipality shall have issued a certificate of Occupancy stating that such land or 

structure or part thereof is found to be in conformity with the provisions of this 

Ordinance. Within three (3) days after the owner or his agent has notified the Building 

Inspector of the municipality that a building or premises or part thereof is ready for 

occupancy or use, it shall be the duty of the Building Inspector of the municipality to 

make a final inspection thereof, and to issue a Certificate of Occupancy if the building or 

premises or part thereof is found to conform with the provisions of this Ordinance or, if 

such certificate is refused, to state the refusal in writing with the cause. 

 

SECTION 3 ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

 

The Board of Adjustment of the City of Creola, Alabama, is hereby established, and the 

following rules set forth to govern its operation: 

 

1. Membership:  The Board of adjustment shall consist of five (5) members, 

appointed by the Council of Creola, Alabama, for overlapping terms of three (3) 

years. In addition, two supernumerary members shall be appointed to serve at the 

call of the chairman only in the absence of regular members. Such members shall 

be appointed for three years and shall be eligible for reappointment. 

 

2. Initial Appointment:  The initial appointment of the Board of Adjustment shall be 

as follows:  two members for one year; two members for two years; and one 

member for three years. 

 

3. Vacancies:  Any vacancy in the membership shall be filled for the unexpired term 

in the same manner as the initial appointment. Members shall be removable for 

cause by the City Council upon written charges and after public hearing thereon. 
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4. Public Offices Held:  No members shall hold any other public office or position, 

except that one member may be a member of the City Council. 

 

5. Rules of Procedure:  The Board of Adjustment shall observe the following 

procedures: 

 

a. Said Board shall adopt rules in accordance with the provisions of this 

Ordinance for the conduct of its affairs. 

 

b. Said Board shall elect one of its members, other than a member of the 

Planning Commission, as Chairman, who shall serve for one year or until 

he is re-elected or his successor is elected. Said Board shall appoint a 

Secretary. 

 

c. The meetings of said Board shall be held at the call of the Chairman and at 

such other items as said Board may determine. The Chairman, or in his 

absence, the acting Chairman, may administer oaths and compel the 

attendance to witnesses by subpoena. 

 

d. All meetings of said Board shall be open to the public. 

 

e. Said Board shall keep minutes of its proceedings, showing the vote of 

each member upon each question, or if absent or failing to vote, indicating 

such fact, and shall keep records of its examinations and other official 

actions all of which shall be immediately field in the Office of the Clerk 

and shall be a public record. 

 

6. Duties and Powers:  The Board of Adjustment shall have the following duties 

powers: 

 

a. Administrative Powers:  To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged 

there is error in any order, requirement, decision, or determination made 

by rezoning enforcement officer, or other administrative official, in the 

enforcement of this Ordinance. 

 

b. Special Exceptions:  To hear and decide special exceptions of the terms of 

this Ordinance upon which said Board is required to pass under this 

Ordinance. 

 

c. Variances:  to authorize upon appeal in specific cases such variance from 

the terms of this Ordinance as will not be contrary to the public interest 

where owing to special conditions, a literal enforcement of the provisions 

of this Ordinance will, in an individual case, result in unnecessary 

hardship, so that the spirit of this Ordinance shall be observed, public 

safety and welfare secured, and substantial justice done.  Such variance 
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may be granted in such individual case of unnecessary hardship upon a 

finding by the Board of Adjustment that: 

 

(a) There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to 

the particular piece of property in question because of its size, 

shape, or topography; 

 

(b) The application of this Ordinance to the particular piece of 

property would create an unnecessary hardship; 

 

(c) Such conditions are peculiar to the particular piece of property 

involved; and, 

 

(d) Relief, if granted, would not cause substantial detriment to the 

public good or impair the purpose and intent of this Ordinance; 

provided, however, that no variance may be granted for a use of 

land or buildings or structure that is prohibited by this Ordinance. 

 

d. Uses Not Provided For:  Whenever, in any District established under this 

Ordinance, a use is neither specifically permitted or denied and an 

application is made by a property owner to the zoning officer for such use, 

the zoning officer shall refer the application tot he Board of Adjustment 

which shall have the authority to permit the use or deny the use. The use 

may be permitted if it is similar to and compatible with permitted uses in 

the district and in no way is in conflict with the general purpose and intent 

of this Ordinance. 

 

SECTION 4 PROCEDURE FOR REQUESTING A HEARING 

Request for a hearing before the Board Adjustment for an administrative review, special 

exception or a variance shall observe the following procedure: 

 

1. A completed application form must be filed with the zoning enforcement officer 

from whom the appeal is taken and the Board of Adjustment, at least two (2) 

calendar weeks prior to the regular meeting of the Board of Adjustment. The 

application must include all specified pertinent data including an explanation of 

the grounds on which the appeal is being made. 

 

2. An application shall be accompanied by an acceptable site plan with such 

reasonable information shown thereon as may be required by the zoning 

enforcement officer. Such site plan shall include, as a minimum, the following:  

lot dimensions with property line monuments located thereon; location and size of 

existing proposed structures; yard dimensions and the use of structures; easements 

(private and public), water course, and if existing and proposed, fences, street 

right-of-way lines; and such other information regarding abutting property as 

directly affects the application. 
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3. The Board of Adjustment shall hear the appeal of its next regularly scheduled 

meeting, or, if for good reason this is not feasible, shall fix a reasonable time 

within twenty (20) days after the date of its regularly scheduled meeting for 

hearing the appeal. Public notice of the hearing shall be given by all of the 

following methods: 

 

a. A printed notice in one or more newspapers of general circulation in the area 

affected by the appeal, in conformance with applicable state law and at least 

fifteen (15) days prior to the date of the hearing; such notice shall be printed 

in a type size easily readable by a person with normal vision, and, 

 

b. Notice by registered mail to the owners of all property within three hundred 

(300) feet of the affected property on the same side of the street, across the 

street, and to the rear of the affected property. 

 

4. The Board of Adjustment shall render a decision on any appeal or other matter 

before it within forty-five (45) days from the date of the public hearing on it. 

 

5. An appeal stays all legal proceedings in furtherance of the action appealed from, 

unless the zoning enforcement officer certifies to the board of Adjustment after 

the notice of appeal shall have been filed with him that, by reason of facts stated 

in the certificate a stay would, in his opinion, cause imminent peril to life and 

property. In such case, proceedings shall not be stayed otherwise than by a 

restraining order which may be granted by said Board or by a court of record on 

notice to the official from whom the appeal is taken and on due cause shown. 

 

6. In exercising the p owners granted the Board of Adjustment said Board may, in 

conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance, reverse or affirm, wholly or in 

part, or may modify the order, requirements, decisions or determination of the 

zoning enforcement officer and may issue or direct the issuance of a Zoning 

Compliance Permit. 

 

7. Limitation, Withdrawal, Citizen Appeals: 

 

a. A property owner, or his appointed agent, shall not initiate action for a 

hearing before the Board of Adjustment relating to the same parcel of land 

more often than one every year or twelve (12) months on the same 

variance. 

 

b. Any petition for a hearing before the Board may be withdrawn prior to 

action thereon by the Board at the decision of the person initiating such a 

request upon written notice to the Secretary of the Board. 

 

c. Any person or persons severally or jointly aggrieved by any decision of 

the Board of Adjustment may take, within fifteen (15) days thereafter 

appeal to the circuit court or like jurisdiction, by filing with such Board a 
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written notice of appeal specifying the judgment of decision from which 

appeal is taken. 

 

SECTION 5 PROCEDURE FOR REQUESTING A ZONING AMENDMENT 

 

The City Council may, form time to time, after examination, review and hold public hearing 

thereon, amend, supplement or change the regulations and zoning districts herein or subsequently 

established. Proposals for zoning amendments, whether initiated by the City Council, the 

Planning and Zoning Commission, or any person, firm or corporation, shall be treated in 

accordance with the following procedure: 

 

1. An application must be submitted on appropriate forms and in writing at least 

twenty (20) days prior to the regular monthly meeting of the Planning 

Commission and must be accompanied by a site plan of the proposed use included 

in any petition for a zoning amendment. 

 

2. The application shall be sent to the Commission for review and recommendation, 

and said Commission shall have forty-five (45) days within which to submit the 

results of its review to the City Council. If the Commission fails to submit a report 

within the forty-five (45) day period, it shall be deemed to have approved the 

proposed amendment. 

 

3. Before enacting any amendment to this Ordinance, a public hearing thereon shall 

be held by the Planning Commission with proper legal notice published in a 

newspaper of general circulation in the jurisdiction, at least fifteen (15) days prior 

to the said public hearing. In addition, the subject property is to be posted by the 

City building Inspector fifteen (15) days before the Planning commission meeting 

stating the property’s present zoning, proposed zoning, and the date, time, and 

place of the public hearing. The posting shall remain in place until such time as 

the City Council makes its final determination. 

 

4. The Council shall hold a public hearing at the earliest possible time under the time 

limits spelled out above to consider the proposed zoning amendment, and shall 

take action on said proposed zoning amendment within 45 days from the date of 

the public hearing. 

 

5. Any petition for zoning amendment may be withdrawn prior to action thereon by 

the Council or Planning Commission at the discretion of the person, firm or 

corporation initiating such a request upon written notice to the Clerk. 

 

6. A property owner, or his appointed agent, shall not initiate action for a zoning 

amendment affecting the same parcel of land more than once every twelve (12) 

months.  
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SECTION 6 CONTINUACE OF PREVIOUSLY ISSUED PERMITS 

 

All permits which were previously issued shall not be affected by the provisions of this 

Ordinance, except as otherwise provided herein. 

 

SECTION 7 PROCEDURE FOR ZONING NEWLY ANNEXED LAND 

 

Any unzoned land annexed to the City of Creola, hereafter shall be classified R-1, unless 

otherwise classified by the Planning Commission and the City Council at the time of annexation. 

Annexed land with an established zoning shall at the time of annexation be rezoned to a use 

compatible with the municipality’s own zoning district or to an entirely new zone consistent with 

established procedure. 

 

SECTION 8 DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION  

 

1. The commission is charged with the responsibility to review, apply, and monitor 

the enforcement of this Ordinance in accordance with the adopted comprehensive 

plan or portion therefore which are adopted. 

 

2. The Planning commission shall hear matters “on review” or require Commission 

“approval” as herein specified. 

 

3. The Commission shall hear and recommend to the City Council on all matters of 

zoning, rezoning (and in the case of municipalities, all cases of annexation). 

 

4. Requests before the Commission shall adhere to the requirements specified herein 

and as may be established by the Commission for the lawful rendering of its duty. 

 

SECTION 9 PENALTIES AND REMEDIES  

 

Any person violating any provision of this Ordinance shall be fined upon conviction, not less 

than five dollars ($5.00) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100.00) and costs of court for each 

offense. Each day such violation continues shall constitute a separate offense. 

 

In case any building or structure is to be erected, constructed, reconstructed, altered, or 

converted, in violation of this Ordinance, the Building Inspector, legal officer, or other 

appropriate authority or any adjacent or neighboring property owner who would be damaged by 

such violation may, in addition to other remedies, institute injunction, manamus, or other 

appropriate action or proceeding to prevent such unlawful erection, construction, reconstruction, 

alteration, conversion, maintenance, or use; or to correct or abate such violation; or to prevent the 

occupancy of said building, structure, or land. Each and every day such unlawful erection, 

construction, reconstruction, alteration, conversion, maintenance, or use continues shall be 

deemed a separate offence. 
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SECTION 10 REVERSIONARY CLAUSE  

 

Any parcel or parcels of land rezoned to another use classification under the amendment 

authority of this ordinance, shall revert back to the prior zoning classification after one (1) year 

from the date of approval of the rezoning if, by that time, said land is not actually being used for 

a permitted use in the classification to which it was rezoned, provided that an extension of such 

time not to exceed six (6) months, may be granted by the Building Inspector under special 

circumstances upon written request by the applicant. 

 

SECTION 11 FEES  

 

1. A fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) shall accompany each request for appeal or zoning 

amendment. 

 

2. A fee of one hundred dollars($100.00) for site plans review shall accompany each 

request. 

 

3. Fees for sign permits shall be forty cents ($0.40) per square foot per face, but in 

no case less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00). 

 

4. In addition the fees identified here, the actual costs for legal advertisement of the 

request and notification of parties in interest shall be paid by the applicant prior 

to any decision by the Board of Adjustment or the Building Inspector. 

 



Zoning Ordinance 

Amended November 2014 

 

128 | P a g e  

 

 

 

 

 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix A 

 
 

Official Forms 



Application For Zoning Variance 
Board of Adjustment 

Page 1 of 2 
  

 

STATE OF ALABAMA     ) 

COUNTY OF MOBILE      ) 

CITY OF CREOLA             ) 

 

 

Name of Applicant(s) 

 

 

Complete Mailing Address 

 

 

Telephone Numbers Home Work 

 

 
 

This Application Requires a Filing Fee 

To Be Presented To the City Clerk or A Duly Authorized Representative  

 

 

Amount Received              City Clerk Signature                                       Date 

 

 

Pertinent Information 

 

1.  Locational Information. (If not in a platted subdivision, attach a legal description.) 

 

 

Subdivision Name Section Township  Range 

 

 

Property Address Block   Lot Number 

 

 

2. Nature of the Variance Requested.  (Describe generally the nature of the variance.) 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________



Application For Zoning Variance 
Board of Adjustment 
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2. Nature of Variance Requested (continued). 

 

 

In addition, plans in triplicate and drawn to scale must accompany this application showing 

dimensions and shape of the lot, the size and locations of existing buildings, the locations and 

dimensions of proposed building or alterations, and any natural or topographic peculiarities of 

the lot in question. 

 

3.  Justification of Variance.  In order for a variance to be granted, the applicant(s) must prove 

to the Board of Adjustment that the following items are true. (Attach comments which address 

each of the following on separate sheets.) 

 

a. Special Conditions which exist that are peculiar to the land or the building(s) in 

question. 

b. A literal interpretation of  rights enjoyed by other property owners. 

c. Special conditions do not result from previous actions of htre applicant(s). 

d. The requested variance is a minimum variance that will allow a reasonable use of the 

land or building(s). 

 

I (we) certify that the information contained in this application and its supplements is true and 

correct. 

 

 

 

Applicant    Date 

 

 

 

Applicant    Date 

 

 

Applicant    Date 

 



Application For Special Exception 
Board of Adjustment 

Page 1 of 2 
  

 

STATE OF ALABAMA     ) 

COUNTY OF MOBILE      ) 

CITY OF CREOLA             ) 

 

 

Name of Applicant(s) 

 

 

Complete Mailing Address 

 

 

Telephone Numbers Home Work 

 

 
 

This Application Requires a Filing Fee 

To Be Presented To the City Clerk or A Duly Authorized Representative  

 

 

Amount Received              City Clerk Signature                                       Date 

 

 

Pertinent Information 

 

1.  Locational Information. (If not in a platted subdivision, attach a legal description.) 

 

 

Subdivision Name Section Township  Range 

 

 

Property Address Block   Lot Number 

 

 

2. Nature of the Special Exception.  (Describe generally.) 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________



Application For Zoning Variance 
Board of Adjustment 
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2. Nature of Special Exception (continued). 

 

 

In addition, plans in triplicate and drawn to scale must accompany this application showing 

dimensions and shape of the lot, the size and locations of existing buildings, the locations and 

dimensions of proposed building or alterations, and any natural or topographic peculiarities of 

the lot in question. 

 

3.  Reason(s) for Request.  (Attach additional sheets if necessary.) 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

I (we) certify that the information contained in this application and its supplements is true and 

correct. 

 

 

 

Applicant    Date 

 

 

 

Applicant    Date 

 

 

Applicant    Date 

 



Application For Appeal 
Board of Adjustment 

  

 

STATE OF ALABAMA     ) 

COUNTY OF MOBILE      ) 

CITY OF CREOLA             ) 

 

 

Name of Applicant(s) 

 

 

Complete Mailing Address 

 

 

Telephone Numbers Home Work 

 

 
 

This Application Requires a Filing Fee 

To Be Presented To the City Clerk or A Duly Authorized Representative  

 

 

Amount Received              City Clerk Signature                                       Date 

 

 

The Undersigned formally appeal the decision by the Zoning Enforcement Officer to with regard 

to Application Number ______________ which was denied on _____________________(date).  

It is the contention that the following error was made in the determination provided by the 

Zoning Enforcement Officer.  (Attach additional sheets if necessary.) 

 

 

 

Applicant    Date 

 

 

 

Applicant    Date 

 

 

Applicant    Date 



Application For Zoning Ordinance Amendment 
  

 

STATE OF ALABAMA     ) 

COUNTY OF MOBILE      ) 

CITY OF CREOLA             ) 

 

This is to certify that I (we), the undersigned, do hereby request the City of Creola, Alabama to 

grant a zoning ordinance amendment for the property as indicated below, and for the reason(s) 

stated. 

 

 

Description of Property 
Address:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

                ____________________________________________________________________ 

Name of Subdivision Plat: ______________________________________________________ 

Lot Numbers Involved in Change: ________________________________________________ 

Total Acreage of Change: _______________________________________________________ 

Plat Book / Page Number: _______________________________________________________ 

Owned in Whole By The Undersigned? ____________________________________________ 

If Owned In Part, Name(s) of Co-Owner(s) _________________________________________ 

 

Zoning Change Requested. 

Present Classification Of Property: _________________________________________________ 

Reclassification Desired: _________________________________________________________ 

Character of Neighborhood: ______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Reason For Request. 

 

 

 

 
The following must accompany the request for zoning ordinance amendment. 

 Two copies of a list of the names and addresses of the owners of all properties lying within 300 feet of any part of the 

property proposed to be rezoned. 

 Two copies of a map or plat, drawn to scale, showing the existing and proposed zoning reclassification and 9toher 

pertinent information. 

 Two copies of the legal description of the property to be rezoned. 

 Filing fee. 
 

Applicant’s Name, ______________________________________________________________ 

Address, and ___________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number______________________________________________________________ 

Date _________________________________________________________________________ 

Owner _________________________________ Owner ________________________________  



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix B 

 
 

Overview 
 



 

APPENDIX B 
 

 

Article I – Objectives 

 

The objectives of the Planning and Zoning Board are to assist the Mayor and Council in the 

preparation, maintenance and implementation of plans, regulations and ordinances for the 

orderly development of the Town. 

 

Article II – Members 

 

The Planning and Zoning Board shall consist of nine members as follows:  The Mayor; one of 

the administrative officials of the City selected by the Mayor; a member of the Council selected 

by the Council; and six citizens appointed by the Mayor.  All members of the Board shall be full-

time residents of the City of Creola. 

 

Article III – Terms of Office 

 

The terms of Office of the Planning and Zoning Board members shall be as follows:  The Mayor 

and the administrative official selected by the Mayor shall have terms of office on the Board 

corresponding to the Mayor’s current elected term of office.  The Council member shall have a 

term of office corresponding to his/her current elected term of office on the Council. The six 

citizens appointed by the Mayor shall each have a six-year term of office on the Board. 

 

Article IV – Vacancies 

 

Any vacancy among the Planning and Zoning board membership caused by death, resignation or 

removal for cause shall be filled for the unexpired term by appointment by the Mayor; except for 

the Council member whose unexpired term shall be filled by selection by the Council from 

among its remaining members. 

 

Article V – Compensation 

 

All members of the Planning and Zoning Board serve without compensation, but may be 

reimbursed for actual expenses incurred in connection with their official duties. The Mayor, 

administrative official and Council member receive no extra compensation for their work on the 

Board over and above the regular salaries of their respective municipal offices. 

 

Article VI – Officers 

 

The Planning and Zoning Board shall elect a Chairman and a Vice-Chairman from among the six 

members appointed by the Mayor. The terms of office of these two elected members shall be one 

year with eligibility for re-election. 

 



The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of the Board; call special meetings as required in 

accordance with the By-Laws; sign documents of the Board; and see that all actions of the Board 

are properly taken.  He/she shall also, after consultation with the Mayor, appoint a Secretary for 

the Board.  If the Chairman and Vice-Chairman are not able to preside at any meeting of the 

Board and a quorum is present, an Acting Chairman to serve only at that meeting shall be elected 

by a majority of the quorum present. 

 

The Vice-Chairman shall, during the absence, disability or disqualification of the Chairman, 

exercise and perform all the powers and duties and be subject to all responsibilities of the 

Chairman. The Vice-Chairman shall succeed the Chairman if the Chairman vacates his office 

before his term is completed. In that event, a new Vice-Chairman shall be elected by the Board 

members at the next regular meeting of the Board. 

 

The Secretary shall see that the minutes of all meetings of the Board are recorded and kept in an 

appropriate minute book; give or serve all notices required by law or these By-Laws; prepare an 

agenda for all meetings; inform the Board members of any correspondence relating to the 

business of the Board and see that such correspondence and all actions of the Board are dealt 

with as directed by the Board. 

 

Article VII – Meetings 

 

The regular meeting of the Planning and Zoning Board shall be the third Tuesday of each month 

at 6:00 P.M. at the Creola City Hall, or as otherwise determined by a majority in advance as 

required by law for transaction by the Board, the Chairman may dispense with the regular 

meeting and have the Secretary notify the members to that effect. Special meetings may be called 

by the Chairman at any time upon the giving of a twenty-four hour notice to each member. All 

meetings of the Board are open to the general public. The regular meeting in October of each 

year shall be the annual meeting at which the election of officers shall take place. 

 

Article VIII – Quorum 

 

A quorum for the official transaction of business by the Planning and Zoning Board shall consist 

of five members. Except as specifically otherwise provided by law, a majority vote of the 

members present shall suffice to take official action on matters presented to the Board. Each 

member of the Board shall have one vote. 

 

Article XI – Powers and Duties 

 

The Planning and Zoning Board shall have authority to see to the preparation of a comprehensive 

plan for the development of the City and for the preparation of the necessary ordinances and 

subdivision regulations to implement the plan, It shall review and make recommendations from 

time to time to the Mayor and Council for the adoption of the plan as a whole or any parts, 

revisions or amendments of the plan or its implementing regulations. 

 

The Board shall have authority to review all applications for zoning or rezoning and to 

recommend approval or disapproval of these applications to the Mayor and council who alone 



have statutory powers to zone. The Board may also review all applications for zoning variances 

or special exceptions and make recommendations on these applications to the Board of 

Adjustment. The Planning and Zoning Board may, at its discretion, hold public hearings on 

zoning matters presented to it for review and recommendation. 

 

The Board shall review and take action on all plans for shopping centers, mobile home parks, 

planned unit developments and other such proposals as may affect the orderly development of 

the City; provided that where such plans or proposals involve zoning, the Board 

recommendations shall be forwarded to the appropriate authority as noted above. The Board 

shall have the authority to take decisive action on all subdivision plats presented to it. 

 

Article X – Order of Business 

 

The order of business at Planning and Zoning Board meetings, unless otherwise altered at the 

discretion of the Board, shall generally be as follows: 

 

A. Call to order 

B. Roll call 

C. Approval of minutes of previous meting 

D. Consideration of applications and requests 

E. Old business 

F. New Business 

G. Reports and announcements 

H. Adjournment 

 

During the consideration of subdivision applications that involve a Public hearing the following 

procedure shall normally be observed; however, it may be rearranged at the discretion of the 

Chairman for the expeditious conduct of business. 

 

A. The applicant will be asked to present his proposal. 

B. The Board members may ask questions concerning the presentation. 

C. The Board consultant and advisory staff will be asked to present their findings 

and recommendations. 

D. Statements or questions will be accepted from adjacent property owners. 

E. Statements or questions will be accepted from the general public. 

F. The Board members may ask any final questions they may have of the applicant, 

consultant, staff or public and then public participation is closed. 

G. The Board members then deliberate and vote on the issue at hand. 

 

Roberts Rules of Order shall normally govern the conduct of business by the Board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Article XI – Amendment 

 

These By-Laws may be amended at any regular or special meeting of the Planning and Zoning 

Board by a concurring vote of a majority of the full board membership; provided that five days 

advance notice of any proposed change shall be given to all the members. 

 

Article XII – Adoption 

 

These By-Laws were reviewed, approved and officially adopted by the Creola Planning and 

Zoning Board.  All previous By-Laws of the Board are hereby repealed. 

 

Date of Adoption:  January 23, 1992 
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